AGENCY UMBRELLA - UNIT NUMBER: 16-219
AGENCY NAME: Department of Public Safety, Office of the Commissioner
CONTACT PERSON: Rebecca Graham, Counsel; 104 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0104; Rebecca.Graham@maine.gov; (207) 530-4864
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
EXPECTED 2026-2027 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:
Chapter 39: Adjudicatory and Licensing Proceedings
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S. § 8051
PURPOSE: This rule establishes rules of practice governing adjudicatory and licensing proceedings conducted before the Commissioner of Public Safety. The Office of the Commissioner may update this rule to address issues that become obvious through experience gained from applying current rules, as well as to correct errors, update references as appropriate, and make other revisions to agency procedures.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2026-2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Parties to adjudicatory proceedings, and parties holding licenses issued by the Department of Public Safety.
CONSENSUS –BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter 51: Polygraph Examiner License Regulation
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S. § 7353(2)
PURPOSE: This rule sets forth polygraph examiner education, licensing, and professional conduct requirements. The Office of the Commissioner may update this rule to address issues that become obvious through experience gained from applying current rules, as well as to correct errors, update references as appropriate, and to keep pace with changes in professional standards and practices.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2026-2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Polygraph examiners.
CONSENSUS –BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter 60: Transportation of Hazardous Materials in Maine
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S. § 2103-A
PURPOSE: This rule adopts federal regulations as found at 49 C.F.R. Parts 107, 171-174, 177- 180, 387 and 397, as amended, which pertain to transportation of hazardous materials. The Office of the Commissioner may update this rule to correct errors, update references, or incorporate amendments to federal regulations as appropriate.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2026-2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Law enforcement agencies and persons offering, accepting, or transporting hazardous materials.
CONSENSUS –BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter 70: Regulation Establishing Critical Incident Stress Management Team Training Standards
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S. § 4201(1-A), (1-B) & (2)
PURPOSE: This rule sets forth minimum training requirements for members of critical incident stress management teams. The Office of the Commissioner may update this rule to correct errors, update references, and to keep pace with changes in professional practices and standards.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2025-2026
AFFECTED PARTIES: Critical incident stress management team members and coordinators
CONSENSUS –BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter 71: Uniform Standardized Forensic Examination Kit for Gross Sexual Assault Evidence Collection
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S. § 2915
PURPOSE: This rule sets forth requirements for the contents of uniform standardized examination kits used for forensic evidence collection in alleged cases of sexual assault. The Office of the Commissioner may update this rule to correct errors, update references, and to keep pace with changes in technology and professional practice.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2026-2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Victims of sexual assault, healthcare providers, the Maine State Police Crime Laboratory, and the Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory.
CONSENSUS –BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter XX: New Rule
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S. § 7001(3)(C)
PURPOSE: The Office of the Commissioner may propose a new rule to implement the Safe Homes Program established by 25 M.R.S. § 7001(2).  The proposed rule would address procedures to apply for funding, application review by the Department of Public Safety, funding distribution, and expenditures of funds under the Safe Homes Program.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: 2026-2027
AFFECTED PARTIES: Designated groups that may be provided grants under the Safe Homes Program, including law enforcement agencies, public schools, public preschool programs, foster homes, hospitals, veterans’ programs, members of the public, and nonprofit and community organizations serving such groups.
CONSENSUS–BASED RULE DEVELPOMENT: Not contemplated.
